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bishops met  at  Carthage on the 26th of June, he   gave   his   fatal    sanction   to   the   policy   of recourse   to   the   ' secular   arm.'     Two   bishops were sent to ask Honorius to enforce the law of Theodosius  and make it explicitly applicable to the  Donatists j1   they asked  also that he would renew the law which made invalid all legacies to heretics—except    in   the    event   of   conversion. Honorius  replied   in  February of the following year   with    a    severe    law.       He   declared    the Donatists to be heretics, confiscated the meetinghouses and goods of all who repeated baptism, excluded  them  from  testamentary  benefits,  and imposed   heavy   fines   on   aggressive   controversialists.    It was now open to the Catholic bishop to drag his rival—as we have seen Possidius drag the bishop of Calama—before the civic tribunal, and have him  not  only heavily  fined,  but  also branded with  the odious  appellation of heretic. Carthage was almost immediately purged of the schismatics.    When the bishops met again in the month of August, they sent two of their number to thank the emperor for his welcome legislation,
1 The law was directed against 'heretics/ and the Donatists claimed that, on any view of the controversy, they could not be accused of more than schism. In dogma and ritual they agreed entirely with their rivals.elix of Aptunga.vinegar from the pagan temple.'.
